PASTORAL MINISTRIES
FINANCE COUNCIL : Father Akuti, Phillip Curtis, Loretta Schutten,
Therese Southwick, David Conway, and Dia Norris.
PARISH COUNCIL: Father Akuti, Steve Bloom, Chris Bloom, Gloria
Lyons, Alicia Voss, Gladys Jacobsen, and Paul Erlebach.
AMAZING PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM; Father Akuti, Lauri Conway,
Loretta Schutten, Alicia Voss, and Bruce Broswick.
HOSPITALITY MINISTRY: Loretta Schutten, Cynthia Sinn, Theresa
Bruneau, Terri Southwick, Chris Bloom, and Michelle Vinciguerra.
CHOIR: Wayne Schultz, Dorence Cote, Anna Buchanan, Cynthia Sinn,
Chris Gant, Diane Gant, Virgil and Cleo, and Israel Pozos’ group.
LECTOR & EM COORDINATOR: Alicia Voss
FAITH FORMATION: Louise Rosas
CELEBRATE RECOVERY: Steve & Chris Bloom, Wayne Schultz,
Mike Davis.
CIRCLE OF CARING: Ethel Pierzynski, Marie Hennessy, Rhoda
Degiovanni, Reta Girdner, and Mary Felker.
CHURCH FLOWER DECOR: Gloria Lyons
GARDENING: Please sign-up on the pad in the Vestibule.
MAINTENANCE: Wayne Schultz & Mike Davis
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY: Lauri Conway, David Conway, Ellie Hilger,
Jake Hilger, Alicia Voss, Breanna Hadziosmanovic, & Louise Rosas.
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CONTACT INFORMATION

St. Mary by the Sea Catholic Church
PO Box 390 275 S Pacific Street Rockaway Beach OR 97136

Parish Office Phone: 503-355-2661 July 27-28, 2024
PARISH OEFICE HOURS The 17" Sunday in Ordinary Time

Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday: 9AM - 3PM “ '
Closed Monday and Tuesday. o
PARISH STAFF:

Pastor:

Fr. Macdonald Akuti, AJ
padreakuti@gmail.com 424-410-0097
Secretary: Doris Matthews
stmarys1927doris@gmail.com 503-355-2661
Bookkeeper: Lauri Conway

Parish websites: stmarybythesea.com
Facebook.com/stmarybythesearockawaybeach
Parish email: stmarys1927@gmail.com

OFFICE HOURS
Wednesday - Friday
9:00 am — 3:00 pm

PASTOR:
Fr. Macdonald Akuti, AJ
padreakuti@gmail.com

MASS SCHEDULE THIS WEEK
Sunday: 8:30 am and 10:30 am

Saturday: 5 pm (Vigil for Sunday)
Wednesday at 9:30 am
Confessions: Saturday 4 — 4:45pm

ST. MARY BT THE SEA CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT
We are a loving, supportive, and vibrant Catholic community committed to being a
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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
CELEBRATION AUGUST 18" following the 10:30 mass plan to join us for our Church
picnic and celebration of Father Akuti’s 47" birthday and 14" year anniversary of
priesthood. It will be a Potluck social so plan to bring your favorite dish. If you can help
with set-up or take-down, or you want more information contact Loretta Schutten at
206-604-0230. See you there!

YOU’RE INVITED to St. Mary Star of the Sea 150" Parish Anniversary, October 121",
Archbishop Sample will celebrate Mass at 3 pm followed by socialization and then
Dinner at 5:30 pm. Call or email your reservation before August 15t. 503-325-3671 or
office@stmaryastoria.com

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY AND PROGRAM Our Sunday School Program is every
Sunday at the 10:30 Mass. The children are dismissed before the Readings, and return
in time for the celebration of the Eucharist. We are using the Liturgy of the Word for
Children curriculum. This will be a fun time for children to engage with the Mass at their
developmental level. All Sunday School teachers have had background checks and
have received training from the Archdiocese. Please plan on having your children join
us!

FAITH FORMATION: There are forms in the back of the church for our Faith
Formation classes. If someone in your family, or a friend, is interested in becoming a
Catholic, then have them sign-up for, the RCIA class. If you have a child who needs
to be Confirmed, please take and fill out the form for Confirmation.

DO YOU WANT TO BECOME A DEACON? The Lord continues to bless Western
Oregon with men who are ready to give everything to Him and serve His people. Are
you called to the Diaconate or do you know men who could serve the Church as
deacons? Come to the Diaconate Inquiry Session on August 24th and learn more
about this sacred ministry! For more information call Deason Brian Diehm at 503-233
8337 or 503-720-7416 (cell)

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS; If you have a question you would like to ask or a
comment you would like to make about St. Mary by the Sea Parish, we have a box
hanging on the wall in the vestibule with sheets for you to write your questions or
thoughts. There is also a separate box for you to leave your completed questionnaire.
We will respond to all questions and information provided. Thank you for being a part
of our Parish family.

WEEKLY OFFERINGS GIVING QR CODE
Offertory Collection $2,394.05
Needy $25.00
Maintenance/Building $210.00
Votive $3.00
Flowers $25.00
Hospitality $30.00

Winter Survival Fund $1199.25

REFLECTION FROM FATHER AKUTI

A Christian should be positive. We all know some people who seem to have
an unusual level of freedom and initiative, in deciding what to do with their energy
and their time. They get things done, while others would still be anxiously fretting
and wondering whether to do anything! Paul of Tarsus was a great “Doer,” a man
who believed in his mission in life, which was to share Christ with as many people
as possible. Among the apostles, he was the supreme activist, spreading the
Gospel “in season and out of season.” While the Jewish-Christians in Jerusalem
worried about what conditions would need to be imposed before letting Gentile
converts into the Church, Paul was already out on his mission-field, winning those
Gentiles for Christ. What made Paul so sure that his way was right? He was
deeply convinced that it was God’s way, that his vocation came to him direct from
the living God.

Each one of us has a personal vocation. He wrote this letter not just to the
leaders, nor even to the whole community in Ephesus, but to every one of his
converts. It is meant as a guiding document, a final word for all his mission
parishes. And his message holds good today, for each adult Christian who is
willing to listen to God'’s call. The whole basis for our faith, says Paul, is that the
good God has blessed us, and made us his children by grace: there is one God,
the Father of us all. He is the God of mercy, who “opens wide his hand” to bless,
and is “loving in all his deeds.” Once we realize this, we also understand how
much is asked of us in response. We need to love others as God loves them, “with
unselfishness, gentleness and patience.” This is the truly “good” life, the proper
life-style for a Christian. Of course, such perfect love and unity with others is not an
easy vocation, and indeed is never quite within our power to achieve. Still, it is
there as a guiding ideal, calling us onward and upward. Any worth-while vocation
is like that; it calls us beyond ourselves.

Cooperating with Christ. The Christian vocation to love others, whether it
comes to us as married or as single, as lay-person, religious or priest, is always
part of our personal relationship with Our Lord. It is only fulfilled in co-operation
with him. Each of us can be like those disciples, who took the bread that Jesus
blessed, and then distributed it to the crowds. Some of us, like Philip, may feel
reluctant at first to get involved in a problem that looks too big to solve. Others, like
Andrew, are a bit more optimistic, and begin to notice whatever glimmerings of
hope are there in the situation. But if Jesus has the willing co-operation of all his
friends, something great will be done for the people in need.

We just need to open our eyes, to see the needs around us. Problems to be
faced; people to be loved, respected and listened to. To be involved in helping
others, with our talents, our energy and our love, is the best and proper use of our
freedom. And it will, please God, add up to “a life worthy of our vocation.”




